
 

 

 
Carol Service 

Sunday 13th December 2020 
 
Please remember:  
Social interaction inside should only be with those from your household. Exempt from this rule are designated staff/volunteers 
wearing the ‘welcome team’ lanyard - please ask them for assistance. Maintain social distancing of at least 1m at all times. Keep 
an empty seat between anyone not in your household. Wear a face covering whilst in the building. The service is being recorded 
and live streamed, and photographs are being taken to share on social media. Please speak to a member of the welcome team if 
you would prefer not to feature.  

 
Welcome  Tom Wright 

 
Once in Royal David’s city 
stood a lowly cattle-shed, 
where a mother laid her baby 
in a manger for his bed. 
Mary was that mother mild, 
Jesus Christ her little child. 

 
      He came down to Earth from Heaven 

who is God and Lord of all, 
and his shelter was a stable, 
and his cradle was a stall: 
with the poor and mean and lowly 
lived on Earth our Saviour holy. 

 
And our eyes at last shall see him, 
through his own redeeming love; 
for that child, so dear and gentle 
is our Lord in heaven above; 
and he leads his children on 
to the place where he is gone. 

 
Not in that poor lowly stable, 
with the oxen standing by, 
we shall see him; but in Heaven, 
set at God’s right hand on high; 
when like stars his children crowned 
all in white shall wait around. 
 
Cecil Frances Alexander (1818-1895) 

 
Introduction & Prayers 



 

 

Reading Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 

Charis Chung 
 

The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of deep darkness 
a light has dawned. For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his 
shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace. Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David’s 
throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that 
time on and for ever. The zeal of the Lord Almighty will accomplish this. 

 
 

God rest ye merry gentlemen 
Let nothing you dismay 
For Jesus Christ our Saviour 
Was born on Christmas Day 
To save us all from Satan's pow'r 
When we were gone astray 
O tidings of comfort and joy 
Comfort and joy 
O tidings of comfort and joy 
 
From God our Heavenly Father 
A blessed Angel came; 
And unto certain shepherds 
Brought tidings of the same, 
How that in Bethlehem was born 
The Son of God by Name. 
O tidings of comfort and joy… 
 
But when to Bethlehem they came, 
Whereat this infant lay, 
They found Him in a manger, 
Where oxen feed on hay; 
His Mother Mary kneeling, 
Unto the Lord did pray. 
O tidings of comfort and joy… 
 
Now to the Lord sing praises, 
All you within this place, 
And with true love and brotherhood 
Each other now embrace; 
This holy tide of Christmas 
All other doth efface. 
O tidings of comfort and joy… 

 

Phillips Brooks (1835-1893) Traditional 
*©Copyright in this version Jubilate Hymns (altd.)  
 



 

 

Reading Matthew 1:18-23 
Josh Skipworth 

 
This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: his mother Mary was pledged to be married 
to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 
Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public 
disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. But after he had considered this, an angel of the 
Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home 
as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, 
and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.’ All this took 
place to fulfil what the Lord had said through the prophet: ‘The virgin will conceive and give birth to 
a son, and they will call him Immanuel’ (which means ‘God with us’). 
 

 
Solo  The Three Kings 

Brian McAlea     

Three Kings from Persian lands afar 
To Jordan follow the pointing star: 
And this the quest of the travellers three, 
Where the new-born King of the Jews may be.  
Full royal gifts they bear for the King; 
Gold, incense, myrrh are their offering. 

The star shines out with a steadfast ray; 
The kings to Bethlehem make their way, 
And there in worship they bend the knee, 
As Mary’s child in her lap they see;  
Their royal gifts they show to the King;  
Gold, incense, myrrh are their offering. 

Thou child of man, lo, to Bethlehem 
The Kings are travelling, travel with them!  
The star of mercy, the star of grace, 
Shall lead thy heart to its resting place.  
Gold, incense, myrrh thou canst not bring; 
Offer thy heart to the infant King.  
 
Peter Cornelius (1824-74)  



 

 

Reading Matthew 2:1-12 
Emma Wright  

     
After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east came 
to Jerusalem and asked, ‘Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star 
when it rose and have come to worship him.’ When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all 
Jerusalem with him. When he had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the 
law, he asked them where the Messiah was to be born. ‘In Bethlehem in Judea,’ they replied, ‘for 
this is what the prophet has written: ‘“But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means 
least among the rulers of Judah; for out of you will come a ruler who will shepherd my people 
Israel.”’ Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star had 
appeared. He sent them to Bethlehem and said, ‘Go and search carefully for the child. As soon as 
you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.’ After they had heard the king, 
they went on their way, and the star they had seen when it rose went ahead of them until it stopped 
over the place where the child was. When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. On coming to the 
house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshipped him. Then 
they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. And 
having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their country by another 
route. 

 
 
O come all ye faithful 
Joyful and triumphant, 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
Come and behold him born the King of Angels; 
O come let us adore him, 
O come let us adore him, 
O come let us adore him, 
Christ the Lord. 
 
God of God, Light of light, 
Lo! he abhors not the Virgin's womb; 
Very God, Begotten not created, 
O come let us adore him… 
 
See how the shepherds, 
Summoned to his cradle, 
Leaving their flocks, draw nigh with lowly fear; 
We too will thither bend our joyful footsteps: 
O come let us adore him… 
 
Sing, choirs of angels, 
sing in exultation! 
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above, 
'Glory to God 
in the highest!' 
O come let us adore him… 
 
Latin, 18th century tr. Frederick Oakley (1802-1880) 



 

 

Reading John 1:14-18 
Frank Owusu-Sekyere 
 

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the 
one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. (John testified concerning him. 
He cried out, saying, ‘This is the one I spoke about when I said, “He who comes after me has 
surpassed me because he was before me.”’) Out of his fullness we have all received grace in place 
of grace already given. For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus 
Christ. No one has ever seen God, but the one and only Son, who is himself God and is in the closest 
relationship with the Father, has made him known. 
     
 
    Talk  1 Timothy 1:15 
      Chris Fishlock 

 
     

"The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance: 
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners..." 

 
 
 
 
    1.  What humanity is like: Sinners 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    2.  Why Jesus was born: To save 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Closing Words 



 

 

Hark!  The herald angels sing, 
‘Glory to the new-born King, 
peace on earth, and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled.’ 
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 
join the triumph of the skies; 
with the angelic host proclaim, 
‘Christ is born in Bethlehem.’ 
Hark!  The herald angels sing, 
‘Glory to the new-born King.’ 
 
Christ, by highest heaven adored, 
Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
Late in time behold him come, 
offspring of a virgin’s womb. 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see! 
Hail the incarnate Deity! 
Pleased as Man with man to dwell, 
Jesus, our Immanuel. 
Hark!  The herald angels sing, 
‘Glory to the new-born King.’ 
 

 
Hail, the heaven-born Prince of Peace! 
Hail, the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, 
risen with healing in his wings. 
Mild he lays his glory by, 
born that man no more may die, 
born to raise the sons of earth, 
born to give them second birth. 
Hark!  The herald angels sing, 
‘Glory to the new-born King.’ 
 
 
Charles Wesley (1707-1788) 

 
 

Final Prayer 

  



 

 

  



 

 

Next Steps 
 
Read A Gospel 
 
Please take a free copy of a gospel to read an eye-witness account of Jesus’ life. 
 

 
 
Christianity Explored 
 
Please join us for a short, informal course to investigate or brush up on the claims of Christianity. 
Mondays 11, 18 & 25 January, from 6pm - 7pm on Zoom.  
 
To find out more, or to sign up, please scan the QR code or visit our website: 
www.stnickschurch.org.uk  
 
 
Lunchtime Talks 
 
Lunchtime talks are midweek Bible talks for sceptics, enquirers and believers.  
Join us in January for our midweek series in Matthew’s gospel: The Sermon On The Mount 
 
London Bridge Talks resume Tuesday 5th January on Zoom 
Fleet Street Talks resume Wednesday 6th January at 21 Fleet Street 
St Nick’s Talks resume Thursday 7th January, here at St Nick’s 
 

Sundays 
 
Please join us as we meet together every Sunday morning, here at St Nick’s.  
Coffee is served from 10.30am and the service runs from 11am-12.15pm.  
We meet each Sunday at the same time over the Christmas period and on Christmas day. 

 
 
 

* (used by permission under the Christian Music Copyright Association, Licence No. 2382392 and Streaming Licence No. 1433613)  
Scripture readings are taken from NIV(UK) 


